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Overview 
 
Dig In! has come to the end of its fifth growing season and we are bursting with 
energy and ideas for the year to come! We started growing in some new spaces 
this year, and ran our first series of Dig In! Market Days in the summer. As our 
volunteer base continues to grow, we are enriching our programming and 
workshop offerings, and our organizational structure is continuing to evolve. 
 
This report will describe our garden activity throughout the season, our growing 
network of partner organizations, and the yearʼs events calendar. It will also 
outline our anticipated activities in 2014, including collaborative projects, 
proposals, educational opportunities, and potential funding sources. 
 
 

Who we are 
 
Mission 
 
The Dig In! Campus Agriculture Network exists to support, empower and grow 
small- scale, sustainable food production at the University of Toronto. We 
represent a network of autonomous urban agriculture projects, rooted in 
particular colleges, campus organizations, and academic departments. We also 
maintain our own series of demonstrative food gardens and provide programming 
related to urban agriculture and food issues. 
 
Goals and Objectives 
 
Raise awareness at UofT about food and agriculture issues by providing events 
and programming on issues including sustainable agriculture, food security, 
environmental policy, and community development. 
 
Support and empower urban agriculture projects on campus through shared 
promotion and event collaboration, and by providing information, advice, or 
resources to new urban agriculture projects on campus. 
 
Enhance visibility, productivity and sustainability of campus agriculture projects 
by ensuring continued planning, maintenance and - when resources can support 
it - expansion of campus agriculture projects. 
 
Use local, sustainable food production as a platform for social, environmental, 
and academic engagement by encouraging experiential learning and 
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opportunities for skill- sharing, sustainable leadership development and research 
collaboration. 
 
Relationship with Hart House 
 
Dig In!'s most significant and long-lasting relationship has been with Hart House. 
From the beginning, Hart House has contributed in many ways – from staff and 
programming support to garden and event space. The work that Dig In! does 
demonstrates Hart House's vision of acting as a “living laboratory”. We 
encourage learning by doing, and challenge expectations and norms with 
tangible, 'rooted' results. The seeds we plant grow into edible plants, and spark 
student engagement with broader social issues. A garden is an ideal environment 
for the education of the mind, body and spirit. We involve students' bodies in 
physical, productive outdoor tasks. We also challenge individual minds and 
communities by engaging in broader conversations about the importance of 
urban agriculture, local production and food security. Our programming increases 
both human and environmental wellbeing. 
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Organizational Structure 
 
The Food Security Project Coordinator largely spearheaded Dig Inʼs 
programming in 2013. A summer Work-Study student in the Master's in Women 
and Gender Studies program contributed significantly to the social media and 
outreach components of Dig In! projects, while also helping with our Market 
Days. An intern from OCAD University developed and led an interactive 
workshop and contributed significantly to our branding and image, creating 
unique posters advertising our market days. Two Service Learning students from 
New Collegeʼs 3rd year Theory Praxis Food course helped with researching our 
new Signage Project, and revising our Permaculture Proposal and creating an 
associated Permaculture Advisory Committee with interested students, staff, and 
faculty. Garden Coordinators oversaw the watering and maintenance of three of 
the Dig In! gardens. Two orientation and training sessions were held in May for 
Garden Coordinators. Compost Coordinators helped maintain our composting 
system and developed new signage for it. An Outreach Coordinator worked 
closely with our Campus Agriculture Animator to write educational articles for our 
website. General volunteers attended workshops and open garden workdays and 
assisted with harvesting and additional garden maintenance tasks. Our Partner 
Projects collaborated with us on various events and new initiatives, such as the 
Beekeeping 101 Workshop Series. 
 
Since the commencement of the Fall 2013 term, we have been holding monthly 
meetings with committed Dig In! volunteers. We created volunteer sign up forms 
to give volunteers the opportunity to engage with specific roles and tasks. These 
meetings have been lively and create space for discussion of food issues, our 
projects, and ways volunteers can get involved. While we have not officially 
elected an Executive Team, we did fulfill the roles of this team outlined in the 
2012 Season End Report. 
 
In late 2013, our Project Coordinator and supervisor from Hart House began 
discussions on re-visioning our organizational structure in order to strengthen 
and diversify it. This re-visioning work will continue in 2014 with input from past 
Project Coordinators, interns, and volunteers. We aim to develop a proposal for 
our organizational structure, and group goals to be presented to the Warden of 
Hart House, with the hope of increasing support from Hart House. This is an 
exciting opportunity to develop a strong plan that will solidify our structure and 
goals for 2014 and beyond, and enhance our groupʼs capacity to significantly 
enhance urban agriculture programming at U of T. 
 
In late 2013 we confirmed members of our Permaculture Advisory Committee. In 
2014 we will hold our first meeting and continue to build our pool of faculty and 
community advisors for the Committee from diverse departments and 
backgrounds. 
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We also plan to increase our network of Partner Groups and facilitate greater 
cross- campus engagement with food issues through collaborative workshops 
and events. In addition, we will investigate the creation of new Garden 
Partnerships with on-campus groups to engage a more diverse community with 
our gardens, help plan and maintain the gardens, and integrate them better with 
student life. 
 
We propose to change the title of Food Security Project Coordinator to Project 
Coordinator, in light of Nicole Beugletʼs Masters Research Paper, “Connecting to 
the Land and to Each Other: Exploring Women's Participation in Alternative 
Agriculture" (2013) which outlines the differences between ʻfood securityʼ and 
ʻfood sovereigntyʼ. Beuglet states “Food security solutions, like food banks, act as 
a temporary solution for individuals, rather then make systemic changes to the 
food system to prevent food insecurity. Food sovereignty aims to change that.” 
(p. 12) Since education, knowledge-sharing, and skill-building are such crucial 
components of Dig In!ʼs work, we believe we fall into the category of food 
sovereignty, more than we do food security. Our work is deeply involved in 
educating the U of T learning community in how to grow food sustainably, 
empowering individuals to manifest the knowledge and skills learned at our 
workshops and gardening days in creative and interesting ways on their own. We 
are passionate about equipping people with tools and skills they can then use to 
increase their own food security. While our gardens produce beautiful and 
healthy local food, currently it is not nearly enough to create a constant supply, or 
provide significant food security to our community. With this, we propose a 
change in the Project Coordinatorʼs title, and encourage the use of the term food 
sovereignty to replace food security when describing our work. 
 

Campus Agriculture Projects at the 
University of Toronto 
 
Dig In! Demonstration Food Projects 
 
Anthropology Greenhouse 
 
Our growing season began in mid March in the Anthropology Greenhouse, where 
we have generously been granted space to grow seedlings for our program. In 
2013, we researched and implemented an innovative seedling propagation 
technique called Soil Blocking. A grant from UTERN funded soil block molds, a 
hand-tool that creates self-standing compressed blocks from a customized soil 
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mix. This method reduced our usage of plastic potting containers considerably, 
and produced healthy seedlings for all of our demonstration gardens, a few 
partner garden projects, and even some left over for volunteers and to sell at our 
Market Days. Soil blocking was a huge success and we will continue using this 
technique for years to come. We hope to purchase a 4-inch soil block mold to 
increase the health and size of our seedlings in 2014. 
 

The 
greenhouse 
provided 
valuable space 
for our Soil 
Blocking 
Workshop and 
seedling 
starting 
workdays. 
With a rather 
cold spring, 
the 
temperatures 
in the 
greenhouse 

delayed germination for many of our hot crops. These seedlings were thus on the 
smaller side, but took off just the same once planted outside in May. Our cooler 
season crops did amazingly well, including kale and onions.  
 
The greenhouse will require significant funding in order to move forward with the 
previously planned Hydroponics project. Innovative heating, cooling, and 
ventilation systems will need to be designed and installed in order to make any 
year-round projects viable in this space. We will continue working with partners 
on campus to improve these systems in the Anthropology Greenhouse and 
design innovative projects and programming that may take place inside it. (See 
Projected 2014 Programming and Events, pp. 29 – 30.) 
 
Hart House Plot 
 
This garden has completed its fifth year, and is one of our most visible to the 
university community! At the beginning of the gardening season, we loosened the 
soil with spading forks, and worked in the Winter Rye sown in fall 2012. This plot 
is full of earthworms, and the integration of the Winter Rye surely only boosted 
the soilʼs fertility and organic matter! We also added compost from our 3-bin 
composter onto this plot. 
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In addition to its continuously successful perennial lovage, lemon balm, and 
feverfew, this plot was our champion tomatillo production centre in 2013. 
Beautiful calendula was planted along the border of the garden and was great to 
save seed from. Thyme, sage, chives, and strawberries were transplanted in the 
fall from our Willcocks planters. 
 

We also 
harvested a large 
amount of garlic 
from this plot, 
drying and curing 
it over the 
summer in our Dig 
In! office space. 
We then held a 
Garlic Planting 
Workshop in 
October 2013, 
where we planted 
our saved garlic 
plus close to 30 

different varieties of garlic to try next year! We also grew kale, bush beans, 
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, winter squash, zucchini, cucumbers, carrots, beets, 
chard, green onions and even a melon in this garden this year. Passersby 
harvested many of the tomatoes, which was great to see! 
 
We planted several cauliflower and broccoli seedlings on the west end of the 
garden, which grew very well and looked stunning. Unfortunately, they did not 
end up flowering and so did not produce any harvestable produce. This side of 
the garden gets more shade, which may have affected the cropsʼ ability to flower. 
 
In the spring, we experimented with broadcasting white clover seed over several 
areas of the garden, especially the western portion that seems to be less 
productive. The clover grew well and acted as living mulch, growing in-between 
our food crops, suppressing weeds, retaining moisture, and adding nitrogen to 
the soil. What a great plant! In 2014, the white clover will come back and can be 
turned into the soil to break down, boosting soil fertility. 
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Hart House Farm Plot 
 
The Hart House Farm Committee approached us to take over growing in this plot 
this year. We gladly took this opportunity, and Dig In! volunteers designed the 
garden space, creating raised growing beds, and a circuitous pathway. Compost 
was added from our nearby composter. 
 

Eager to 
plant our 
leftover 
seedlings 
from the 
greenhouse 
we planted 
many sun 
loving plants 
in this 
garden, 
including 
tomatoes, 
peppers, 
eggplants, 
and zucchini. 
As the 

season progressed, the amount of shade this plot receives became more 
evident. We were able to harvest a small amount of each of these crops, and 
advise to focus on shade tolerant plants next year. Crops such as peas, lettuce 
greens, spinach, kale and chard should thrive in this garden.  
 
We planted many potatoes in this plot, which provided a good harvest in 
September. We also did a three sisters demonstration planting of corn, beans 
and different types of squash. The planting was visually appealing, and the Orca 
beans we harvested were a big hit! The one pumpkin produced was taken before 
we could harvest it. This plot has some great perennial raspberry plants on the 
eastern edge, which provided a juicy September snack! We plan to continue to 
grow in this plot next year, and make it our greens production centre! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



season end report 2013 10	  

UTSU Equity Garden 
 
We partnered with the Sustainability Commission at the UTSU building this year 
to design and plant two great food growing plots: one leading up to the entrance, 
and the one on the south side of the building. 
 
Members of the UTSU voiced their concerns of their food gardens being unkempt 
and weedy in previous years due to lack of support. We decided to help support 
these gardens by taking leadership in their planning, maintenance, and 
harvesting. The gardenʼs proximity to our other plots made this an easy decision. 
The UTSUʼs Sustainability Commissioners were crucial to the organization of 
planting days and provided financial support for compost and snacks. 
 

The front entrance plot was our 
champion kale producer! Kale 
plants lined the accessibility 
entrance and looked stunning. 
We also grew and harvested a 
good amount of bush beans, 
beets, swiss chard, and collard 
greens from this site. 
 
In the south plot we grew lots 
of tomatoes, tomatillos, and 
planted a three sisters 
demonstration plot of corn, 
beans, and squash. The pole 
beans grew up the corn stalks 
nicely. We also planted 
perennial herbs of rosemary, 
thyme, and sage, as well as 
raspberries, which will all 
return and spread next year. A 
“volunteer” squash plant grew 
rapidly and sprawled across 
the lawn, ending up producing 
colourful mini pumpkins we 
used at tabling events! 
 
During frosh week, the south 

plot was trampled, reducing our September harvest. Our kale plants were also 
improperly harvested in August. In 2014 we plan to incorporate more visible 
signage in all of our gardens to help create more awareness. 
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Medical Science Courtyard 
 
Early season crops were especially bountiful this year at Med Sci. We produced 
a large amount of beautiful green onions, salad greens, and radishes, which were 
enjoyed at our Dig In! Market Days. We did a second planting of hot crops, 
including tomatoes, peppers, basil, squash, and beans. The second planting 
struggled with very hot and dry conditions towards the end of the summer. The 
Campus Facilities & Planning Department decided to plant fall flowers and cut 
our season short. Despite this, Med Sci was one of our most productive growing 
spaces this year. 
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Willcocks Common 
 

This is our third year 
growing in the planters 
along Willcocks Street. The 
planters offered Dig In! 
volunteers an opportunity to 
exercise their skills at 
garden planning. These 
planters served as a space 
to demonstrate companion 
planting and offered great 
sensory stimuli. Some of 
these included the three 
sisters (corn, beans, 
squash), cucumbers 
climbing sunflowers with dill, 
carrots and chives, 
strawberries with spinach 
and onion, and tomatoes 
with basil and marigolds. We 
grew many kinds of edible 
flowers, to add beauty and 
colour, including calendula, 
borage, and nasturtiums that 
flowed over the sides of the 
planters! White clover was 
planted as a living mulch, 
not to be confused as a 
ʻweedʼ! 
 
We planted many perennial 
herbs including thyme and 
sage, as well as 
strawberries, with the goal of 

having them establish roots and grow back every year, creating less reliance on 
annual plantings. The Campus Facilities & Planning Department decided to plant 
fall flowers and cut our season short. We transplanted all of our perennial plants 
to our Hart House plot. While Willcocks is challenging to keep well watered in the 
dry and hot summer months, it serves as a great educational interface with the 
public. We aim to continue discussions with Campus Planning & Facilities as to 
the planting plan for these planters in 2014 and beyond, with the knowledge that 
upcoming projects and other plots may require the focus of our limited resources. 
 



season end report 2013 13	  

 
Sidney Smith 
 
The garden next to the steps on the south side of Sidney Smith was largely 
planted and maintained by one of Dig In!ʼs volunteer Garden Coordinators. The 
plot produced lots of spinach, many different coloured potatoes, tomatoes, 
peppers, and giant Russian sunflowers. A spring planting of green onions and 
salad greens produced a lovely fresh arugula and red lettuce mix, which we 
exchanged for memberships at the cooperative sustainable café on campus, 
Harvest Noon. Volunteers also enjoyed salads from this plot during spring 
gardening days. 

 
This plot was 
very 
productive and 
received city 
compost in 
April. We aim 
to enrich the 
soil further by 
adding more 
compost with 
a delivery in 
spring 2014. 
Plantings here 
can be even 
more 
intensive, in 

order to grow more food. The inaccessible nature of this plot makes it a great 
place to grow highly sought after tomatoes. 
 
 
Harbord Herb Garden 
 
Dig In! took over maintenance of the small herb garden growing on the southeast 
corner of Harbord and St. George. Professor Clare Wiseman approached us 
about supporting this garden. Rosemary, lavender, thyme, and self-seeding dill 
all flourished here. It is a low maintenance garden, and we will add compost here 
in spring 2014. 
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Dig In! Market Days 
 
In 2013, we embarked on a pilot Market Day project, selling freshly harvested 
veggies from our garden plots right on campus. We held three Market Days, on 
St. George Street, near Sid Smith, and in front of Hart House, all of which were 
quite successful. 
 

All produce we 
sold was grown 
in our 
demonstration 
gardens and 
harvested the 
morning of. 
Hydro-cooling in 
tubs of cold hose 
water ensured 
freshness of our 
produce at our 
stand. We 
weighed and 
priced our 
veggies 

according to market value. U of T students were encouraged to Pay-What-You-
Can. These events were excellent opportunities for doing outreach and talking to 
community members about our work. People were very excited to talk to us and 
take home fresh and local veggies!  
 
We plan to continue this project next year. Market Days proved to be a lot of 
work, and we advise the organization of a team of Market Day volunteers, 
specifically assigned to help with market tasks. 
 
We made a total profit of $238 over the course of our three Market Days. This 
money helped pay for our website domain renewal, our table at UTSU Street 
Fest, frames for Dig In! poster sale, and workshop supplies. Market Days have 
the potential to become real opportunities for skill building in the area of market 
gardening and entrepreneurialship. They have proven to be a great way to 
generate funds for and increase awareness of our programming. 
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Website & Social Media 
 
Dig In! put a lot of energy into increasing our web and social media presence in 
2013. This work was largely spearheaded by our Campus Agriculture Animator 
(Summer Work Study), and our volunteer Outreach Coordinator. As a team, they 
significantly increased the quantity and quality of our web content at 
www.campusagriculture.ca. Informative how-to pieces aimed to empower 
readers with do-it-yourself knowledge and skills. A series called Get To Know a 
Gardener brought to light the faces and personalities behind Dig In! via interviews 
and photographs of our Garden Coordinators. 
 
We started a Twitter page at DigInUofT, and continued to increase our presence 
on our Facebook and Flickr pages. Our weekly newsletter is an effective means 
of communicating Dig In!, University, and community-wide events and activities 
related to sustainability and urban agriculture. It is an excellent means to 
continue to support our partner campus agriculture projects. Our newsletter 
readership at the end of 2013 stood at 700 subscribers, and is the main way that 
our workshop participants find out about our events. 
 
Our website is a critical tool in our work towards food sovereignty, and we will 
continue to enrich its educational content in 2014. We also plan to expand our 
outreach capacity through the interlinking of our website, Facebook, and Twitter 
pages. 
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Partner Campus Agriculture Projects 
 
Hart House Farm Committee 
Sky Garden 
Kahonitake Kitikan Native Students' Association Garden 
UTSU Equity Garden and Sustainability Commission 
UofT B.E.E.S. 
New College Ecology and Spirituality Garden 
Victoria College Community Garden 
Anthropology Greenhouse 
Anthropology Community Garden 
UofT Mississauga Urban Agricultural Society 
Regis College Garden 
Trinity College Compost Project 
Chemistry Club Community Garden 
The Faculty Club Rooftop Garden 

 
Dig In! aims to 
provide support 
and resources to 
new and existing 
campus 
agriculture 
projects. In 2013, 
we provided 
advice to Innis 
Collegeʼs 
proposed 
community garden 
project on Sussex 
Ave. We also 
provided support 

and resources for the establishment of Lash Miller Chemistry Clubʼs brand new 
raised bed garden. New Collegeʼs Ecology and Spirituality Garden expanded this 
year with the addition of a new plot, and Dig In! provided seedlings and 
volunteers for their initiatives, as well as for The Faculty Clubʼs Rooftop Garden 
Project. We will continue to provide and expand our support capacities in 2014.  
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Dig In! actively participates in several committees dedicated to the betterment of 
sustainable practices and food initiatives on campus, including the Sustainability 
Advisory Committee (hosted by the Sustainability Office), Food Advisory 
Committee (hosted by UeaT), and the Environmental Working Group (hosted by 
UTERN.) Our continued involvement in these forums ensures we keep abreast of 
events and initiatives happening on campus, and creates opportunities for 
collaboration and strengthening partnerships. 
 
Programming, Events and Partnerships 
2013 Programming and Events  
 
Dig In! Initiated Events 
 
Event/program Description Attendees & 

impact 
Partnership* 

Gardeners' 
Assembly, Thurs 
Jan 10 
 
 

Community 
discussion of 
Occupy Gardensʼ 
projects, 
community 
announcements 
and upcoming 
events. 

50 
Heard a brief intro 
to Dig In!'s 
projects, and lots 
of idea sharing 
and networking – 
potential. 
Connections made 
for garden 
partnerships and 
workshop 
facilitation, also 
combining efforts 
on Seed Library 
project with Katie 
Berger and Jacob 
Kearey Moreland 

Occupy Gardens 

Fermentation 
Workshop with 
Chris Wong of 
Young Urban 
Farmers, Inc 
 
Wed Feb 13 
 

Part of Winter 
Workshop Series. 
Participants 
learned about the 
history and practice 
of fermentation, 
and its many forms 
through hands-on 
soda, yogourt and 
sauer kraut making 

15 
A lively workshop 
with good 
feedback from 
participants who 
got to take home 
samples 

Young Urban 
Farmers 
(workshop 
facilitation) 

Seed Saving Part of Winter 15 N/A 
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Workshop with 
Seth Wright 
Wed Feb 27 

Workshop Series. 
Participants 
learned about seed 
saving practices 
and their 
importance 

Good attendance; 
participants got to 
take home some 
donated seeds. 
Toronto Seed 
Library spoke 
about their work. 

The Block Shop – 
Soil Blocking 
Workshop with 
Bonnie Scott 
 
Wed March 13 

Participants 
learned about the 
history and practice 
of soil-blocking and 
practiced the skill in 
the Anthropology 
Greenhouse 

10 
Small but keen 
group learned a 
new skill using 
innovative 
technology and 
started seeds for 
Dig In! gardens 

N/A 

Greenhouse tour 
& Soil Blocking 
demo with youth 
from The Stop 
 
Thurs March 14 

Youth got a chance 
to learn about Dig 
In! And get their 
hands dirty making 
some soil blocks 
and doing some 
seeding.   

10 
including The Stop 
staff. Greenhouse 
was 40 degrees 
Celsius, tough for 
some to handle.  
Good feedback 
and massive seed 
donation! A great 
connection to 
maintain. 

The Stop 
Community Food 
Centre 

ChocoSoil 
workshop 
 
Wed Mar 20 

Participants 
learned how 
ChocoSol creates a 
closed-loop culture 
within their 
production systems 
and worm 
composters to 
create solutions to 
urban soil 
amendment and 
food production. 

10 
A good discussion 
about soil, and 
attendees enjoyed 
the hot drinking 
chocolate offered 

ChocoSol 

Spring ShinDIG 
 
Thurs Mar 28 

Screening of 
“Fresh”, followed 
by discussion and 
presentation by 
Toronto Seed 
Library. Catered by 

50 
Good discussion 
around upcoming 
food actions 
surrounding GMO 
alfalfa and Keep 

Toronto Seed 
Library 
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Hart House Back Campus 
Green.  Good to 
connect again with 
volunteers and 
potential Garden 
Coordinators.   

Dig In! Gardening 
Days 
 
March – 
November 

Volunteers 
participated on a 
weekly basis in 
seasonal garden 
tasks including 
seed starting, soil 
preparation and 
amendment, 
planting, weeding, 
watering, 
harvesting, garden 
take down. 

4 – 12 per 
workday 
over 35 weeks 

N/A 

Dig In! Garden 
Planning Meeting 
 
Tue April 9 

Brainstorming and 
design on paper of 
garden plans for all 
of our Dig In plots 
for 2013 using 
Permaculture 
principles 

9 
Mainly Dig In 
volunteer Garden 
Coordinators, 
interested in 
learning how to 
plan a garden.  

N/A 

Dig In! Cold 
Frame Workshop 
 
Tue April 16 

Participants 
learned about use 
of cold frames for 
season extension 
and seeded greens 
and cool weather 
crops underneath 
them. 

5 
Participants new 
to gardening 
learned basics of 
seed sowing. 

N/A 

Toronto Compost 
Leaders Site Visit 
and Meeting 
 
Tue April 16 

Toured Dig Inʼs 
composting system 
and held monthly 
TCL Meeting 

12 
from Dig In, PACT, 
FoodShare, 
Toronto Green 
Community, U of 
T, and community 
gardens around 
Toronto. Group 
provided thoughts 
on improvements 
to our composter 

Toronto Compost 
Leaders 
 
FoodShare 
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(sawing lid, 
locking lids to 
prevent litter, 
structural 
supports). 
Productive 
monthly meeting: 
group discussed 
group structure, 
framework, divided 
tasks and planned 
for 2 upcoming 
events (Worm 
Share, and a 
worm bin build) 

UTSU Equity 
Garden Spring 
Planting 
 
Tues May 14 

Volunteers helped 
prepare and plant 
the south and west 
beds around UTSU  

12 
Basic gardening 
skills taught to 
volunteers, new 
volunteer 
recruitment. 

UTSU 
Sustainability 
Commission 
(provided 
volunteers, 
compost, herb 
seedlings, 
refreshments) 

Dig In! Spring 
Harvest & 
Seedling Sale 
 
Thurs May 30 

First ever Dig In! 
Market Day, selling 
spring harvest and 
surplus seedlings 
from our 
greenhouse 

40 + 
visitors/customers 
many more 
passersby. 6 
newsletter signups 
and good outreach 
to passersby on 
St.George st. 
Distributed 
informational 
flyers for lemon 
balm and lovage 
with recipes. 

N/A 

Dig In! Tour of 
Faculty Club 
 
Thurs June 13 

Tour of Faculty 
Clubʼs rooftop 
garden and 
beehives. 

4  
Great connection 
made with General 
Manager of 
Faculty Club 
interested in 
hosting our Market 
Days 

Faculty Club 
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Dig In! Market 
Day 
 
Thurs June 27 

Our 2nd Market Day 
of the season. Sold 
lots of freshly 
harvested kale, 
salad greens, and 
more 

40 + attendees, 
and many more 
passersby. 
Posters made by 
Stephen Surlin 
looked sharp and 
attracted folks to 
event 

N/A 

Tour of Sky 
Garden 
 
Thurs July 4 

Dig In! volunteers 
toured the Sky 
Garden on top of 
the Galbraith 
Building 

5 
Interesting 
learning 
opportunity for Dig 
Inʼs volunteers – 
rooftop growing 

Sky Garden 

Dig In! Market 
Day 
 
Tues July 16 

3rd Market Day of 
the season, sold 
kale, collards, 
chard, beans and 
more 

25+ attendees. 
Received $20 
donation from 
enthusiastic 
community 
member. Good 
conversation with 
UofT BEES 
member. 

N/A 

Open Street 
Mapping 
Workshop 
 
Tues Aug 6 

Facilitated by 
Stephen Surlin 
(OCAD)Participants 
mapped Dig Inʼs 
garden plots using 
phone app and 
openstreetmap.org 

4 
The group added 
Dig Inʼs plots to 
openstreetmap.org 
for public to view. 
Idea: imagine 
mapping all of the 
edible fruit trees 
on campus! 

N/A 

Earth Repair: 
Grassroots 
Remedies for 
Detoxing and 
Healing 
Contaminated 
Land 
 
Wed Aug 7 

Facilitated by Leila 
Darwish who 
recently published 
a book, “Earth 
Repair” 

15 
 

N/A 

Film Screening + 
Talk, hosted by 
Stephen Surlin 

Talks by Dig In, 
UofT BEES,  
auction and sale of 

10 
Good discussion 
with members of 

UofT BEES 



season end report 2013 22	  

(OCAD) 
 
Fri Aug 9 

Stephen Surlinʼs 
silk-screened 
posters, film 
screening of film 
“Urbanized”.  

UofT BEES 

UTSU Equity 
Garden Work Day 
 
Tues Sept 24 

Volunteers helped 
put the UTSU 
Equity gardens to 
bed; weeding, 
sowing cover crop 
of rye seed. 

10 
Networking, 
strengthening 
relationship with 
UTSU 

UTSU 
Sustainability 
Commission 
(provided 
volunteers and 
refreshments) 

Mindful Arts 
Garden Tour 
(CAMH) 
 
Fri Oct 11 

Tour of Dig Inʼs 
garden plots 
focusing on 
sensory experience 
of plants in garden: 
touch, taste, smell 
of herbs, veg and 
fruits 

10 
Group was very 
engaged, and 
excited to take 
home some mini 
pumpkins, and 
herbs.  

CAMH Mindful 
Arts Group 

Campus Garden 
Tour 
 
Wed Oct 16 

Tour of Dig In! and 
campus gardens 
rooted in particular 
colleges 

3 UTSU 
Sustainability 
Commission 

Garlic Planting 
Workshop 
 
Thurs Oct 24 

Participants 
learned about 
different varieties of 
garlic from guest 
speaker, Jason 
Oakley. Hands-on 
planting & 
mulching. 27 Garlic 
varieties donated 
by Dig In member. 

10 
Engaging, hands-
on workshop. Lots 
of ideas generated 
for future events 

N/A 

Dig In! Meetings 
 
Thurs Sept 26 
Wed Nov 20 
Tues Dec 10 

Discussed 
upcoming events 
and how to get 
involved 

8 - 15 per meeting. 
Discussed Dig In!, 
its past initiatives, 
participants' ideas 
for how to move 
forward, recruited 
new volunteers 
and strengthened 
relationships 

N/A 

Edible Body Care 
Workshop 

Learned how to 
make sustainable 

12 
Enthusiastic 

N/A 
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Wed Dec 4 

body care items 
from kitchen 
ingredients on a 
budget 

participants, 
hands-on 
workshop, 
participants took 
home sugar scrub 

Dig In! Volunteer 
Thank You 
Celebration 
 
Thurs Dec 5 

Thank you event 
for Dig In! 
volunteers. Film 
screening of 
Steven Surlinʼs Dig 
In! Short Film 

8 
Volunteers 
received special 
Dig In! buttons as 
gifts, were 
thanked for their 
efforts. 

N/A 

 
 
Partnered Events 
 
Event/program Description Attendees & 

impact 
Partnership* 

UTSU Winter 
Welcome Clubs 
Day, 
 
Thurs Jan 17 
 

Information tables 
informing students 
of campus clubs 

14 newsletter sign 
ups, + a few 
conversations and 
new connection 
with new UofT 
Zeitgeist group 

UTSU 

OISE Eco-Fair 
 
Tuesday March 22 

Environmental 
groups sharing 
info and 
opportunities with 
UofT students 

Several newsletter 
signups 

OISE 

UNDP 
International Food 
Security and 
Sustainability 
Conference 
 
Wed Jan 30 

Dig In! Spoke 
briefly after the 3 
guest speakers 
about food 
projects on 
campus 

10 newsletter 
signups, potential 
garden and 
workshop 
partnership with 
culinary group, 
networking with 
the animal rights 
movement at UofT 

UNDP 

UofT International 
Health Program 
Conference 
 
Sat Mar 23 

International 
NGOs present 

8 newsletter 
signups. 
Networking 
opportunity 

UTIHP 

Eco Spirituality Participants 12 New College 
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Spring Seeding & 
Study Snacks! 
 
Fri April 26 

seeded New 
College Garden 
plots and helped 
prep a new 
garden space at 
New College.  
 

-10 newsletter 
sign ups. Dig In! 
set up a table to 
talk to students 
about our 
initiatives. Good 
opportunity for 
networking, 
volunteer 
recruitment, and 
strengthening 
relationship with 
this group 

 
Eco-Spirituality 
Group 
 
Multi-Faith Centre 

Presentation for 
“Food, 
Environment, & 
People” 
Geography 
course. Prof 
Charles Levkoe 
Tues May 21 

Presented about 
Dig Inʼs initiatives 
on campus to 
class and tour of 
Dig In! gardens 

200 + students. 
10+ newsletter 
signups. Good 
opportunity for 
outreach to 
students who are 
interested in urban 
ag. Several people 
from this class 
came out to 
volunteer at 
workdays and 
events afterwards. 

Charles Levkoe, 
Geography 
Department 

Summer 
Extravaganza at 
Hart House Farm 
& Edible Weeds 
Workshop 
 
Sun July 28 

Hands-on Edible 
Weeds Workshop 
led by Dig In!, 
other workshops 
and hiking, 
swimming. 

20  
Learned about Dig 
Inʼs initiatives, 
enjoyed beautiful 
salad made from 
veg & edible 
weeds and flowers 
harvested from 
Dig Inʼs campus 
gardens that 
morning. 

Hart House Farm 
Committee 

UTSU Street Fest 
 
Tue Sept 10 

Shared 
information about 
Dig In! to students 
at beginning of 
school year. 

Hundreds of 
attendees, many 
great 
conversations with 
students about our 
groupʼs projects, 
20 + newsletter 

UTSU 
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signups.  
TD Sponsor 
Appreciation & 
Harvest Event 
 
Thurs Sept 12 

People from TD 
toured Sky 
Garden, and Dig 
Inʼs planters along 
Willcocks, 
harvested and 
donated food to 
Harvest Noon and 
shared lunch 
there. 

15 attendees.  
Good opportunity 
to show our 
sponsors the work 
we are doing. 
Strengthening 
relationships with 
sponsors. 

UofT Corporate 
Relations 
 
TD Friends of the 
Environment 

Field To Fork 
 
Thurs Sept 19 
 

Annual food 
festival including 
campus chefs, 
student 
sustainability 
initiatives on the 
converted 
pedestrian-only 
Willcocks St. 

Hundreds of 
attendees, 
networking with 
other groups, new 
volunteer 
recruitment. 20 
newsletter signups 

UeaT – UofT Food 
Services (host) 

Toronto Seed 
Freedom 
Convergence 
 
Sat Oct 12 

Presentations by 
Dig In, PACT 
Grow To Learn, 
Toronto Seed 
Library, and 
Organic Council of 
Ontario.  

40  
10 Newsletter 
signups. Tour of 
Dig In garden 
plots afterwards. 
Good networking 
opportunity, new 
volunteer 
recruitment. 

Dig In! (host) 
 
Toronto Seed 
Library 
 
PACT 
 
Organic Council of 
Ontario 

Home Is Where 
The Spoon Is 
 
Fri Oct 18 

Free, local 
luncheon and 
information 
session about 
local food as part 
of Global Food 
Equity Week. 

100 + attendees. 
15 newsletter 
signups. New 
volunteers 
recruited, gave 
away seeds saved 
from our gardens, 
raised awareness 
about Dig In! and 
its projects. 

Student Life and 
Leadership (host) 

Beyond Green 
Environmental 
Youth Summit – 
Worms of 
Endearment: A 

Participants of 
various ages and 
from different 
parts of Canada, 
including teachers 

20 attendees to 
our workshop, 10 
newsletter 
signups. 
Promoted Dig Inʼs 

Earth Day Canada 
(host) 
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Vermicomposting 
Workshop with 
Bonnie Scott & 
Nicole Beuglet 
(Dig In!) 
 
Sat Oct 26 

and students 
learned the basics 
of indoor 
vermicomposting. 

initiatives. Several 
participants were 
Dig In volunteers. 

“Food For The 
Future: Peasants, 
Power and Politics 
in the 21st 
Century” An 
evening with Pat 
Mooney 
 
Wed Nov 6 

A lecture on the 
state of our food 
system. Included 
environmental and 
food focused 
campus and 
community 
groups. 

100 attendees. 
15+ newsletter 
sign ups. Good 
discussions with 
attendees at the 
Dig In! table and 
with fellow tabling 
groups, including 
Campus Food 
Systems Project, 
Oxfam, Food Not 
Bombs, UofT Veg 
Club, TYFPC.  

New College 
(host) 

Beekeeping 101 
Workshop Series, 
Part 1 
 
Thurs Nov 14 

The first of an 
introductory 
learning series on 
urban beekeeping 

40 attendees. 10 
newsletter sign 
ups. Spoke about 
Dig In!ʼs upcoming 
events, 
strengthened 
relationship with 
UofT BEES 

Dig In! (host) 
 
UofT BEES 
(facilitation) 

Fall 2013 Eco 
Leaders Forum 
 
Fri Nov 22 

Environmentally 
focused campus 
groups raising 
awareness of 
each otherʼs 
initiatives. 
Sustainability 
Office promoting 
“Itʼs Greener In 
Here Campaign” 
encouraging us to 
cross-promote it. 

30 attendees from 
various 
environmentally 
focused groups on 
campus. Lots of 
interest in Dig Inʼs 
permaculture 
project. 
Networking. 

Sustainability 
Office (host) 

Walk TO 
 
Spring – Fall, 
2013 

Walking tours 
exploring 
sustainable sites 
and local food on 

1,800 elementary 
and high school 
students got tours 
of Dig Inʼs 

Walk TO (host) 



season end report 2013 27	  

UofT campus gardens and 
discussed 
importance of 
local food 

 
 
*Please note that Hart House is an implied partner in all of these initiatives 
through its staffing and administrative support. 
 
Projected 2014 Programming and Events 
 
2014 Winter Workshop and Lecture Series 
 
We have received funding from TD Friends of the Environment to host four 
events over the course of the Winter to maintain engagement with Dig In! and 
sustainable food outside the growing season. We offered an Edible Body Care 
workshop in December of 2013, Indoor Gardening for the Winter Workshop in 
January 2014, an Urban Chicken Keeping Workshop in February 2014, and an 
Intro To Organic Gardening 101 in March 2014. 
 
Waking up the Gardens 
 
Over a number of weekly garden workdays, we will “wake up the gardens” by 
starting seedlings in the greenhouse in March. We will hold a Soil Blocking 
workshop in mid March, where participants will learn about this innovative 
method. 
From mid April to late May, we will transplant these seedlings outdoors, and add 
compost to all of our gardens. 
 
Beekeeping 101 Learning Series & Pollinator Garden 
 
In 2013, we began collaborating with UofT B.E.E.S. for an introductory learning 
series on urban beekeeping and related topics. We held Part I in November 
2013, and Part II in January 2014. We will be hosting these events monthly in 
2014.  
 
We have collaborated with UofT B.E.E.S. in the past are seeking to partner once 
again to create a small pollinator garden on campus. This will likely be in one of 
our demonstration garden plots. 
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Campus Seed Libraries 
 
Planned for early 2014 are Seed Saving & Processing events to help launch New 
Collegeʼs new Seed Library. Dig In! will participate in these events, donate saved 
seed from the 2013 growing season, and work to increase awareness of this 
project by including it in our campus garden tours and coordinator orientation 
sessions. 
 

Dig In! plans to 
continue working 
with the Toronto 
Seed Library to help 
set up a Seed 
Library at Regis 
College in 2014. We 
envision Dig In! both 
using and acting as 
a large contributor to 
the seed libraries on 
campus. 
 
 
 

 
Edible Mushroom Project 
 
We have received funding from TD Friends of the Environment for our exciting 
Edible Mushroom Project. This will involve the installation of 9 Shiitake 
mushroom logs in April 2014 near our composter on the north side of Hart 
House. We will support local business by purchasing these logs from Young 
Urban Farmers. An installation day will be organized for participants to get 
involved. We have already got a Mushroom team in place to help maintain this 
project throughout the seasons. 
 
Signage Project 
 
We have applied for and are seeking funding for our new signage project. Our 
goal is to create informative, weatherproof signs that educate passersby about 
our projects, plants, and provide how-to harvesting tips. We will work with the 
Hart House graphic design team to ensure the signs are aesthetically appealing 
as well as accessible. Scannable QR codes will be incorporated onto the signs 
and connect directly with our website where more information will be accessible 
to readers.  
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These signs are 
much needed in all of 
our garden plots, as 
tools for sharing 
information, and 
delineating garden 
space from lawn 
space. We have been 
in talks with the 
Toronto Tool Library 
regarding using their 
space, tools, and 
expertise as 
necessary for this 
project. 

 
Hart House Demonstration Garden Upgrade 
 
We have applied for funding to add 10 raised beds made of cedar, the soil to fill 
them, 2 large growing trellises, and 2 season extension hoop houses to this 
garden. These new elements will help transform our main garden plot into a true 
demonstrative model of urban agriculture technologies and techniques in our city. 
Participatory garden workdays will see attendees gain skills in building, installing 
and growing food in these new features throughout the year. Our food production 
will be increased, as the raised beds will suppress weeds, vertical growing space 
will be added, and our season will be extended in the spring and fall. 
 
Urban Sustainability Research Park & Urban Sustainability Research 
Greenhouse 
 
In 2013, Dig In! revised its Permaculture Project Proposal and set sights on a site 
at Huron and Washington Streets for its implementation. We formed a 
Permaculture Advisory Committee (PAC) with members from U of T, including 
staff, students, faculty, as well as community members and groups.  
 
With recent interest in this site from other sustainability focused parties, Dig In! 
has begun collaborating with the Actional Systems and Vironmental Research 
Laboratory in partnership with the Faculty of Forestry, Engineering, Arts and 
Sciences, Department of Computer Science, Department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering, CURRENTs, Science for Peace, and Biochar Ontario. 
We aim to develop the Huron/Washington park and the Anthropology 
Greenhouse as research sites for urban sustainability and the revival of ENV 
431. This course is focused on urban sustainability and environmental 
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technologies, and will engage students in their design, construction, and 
implementation at our real-world sites. 
 
We see this as an incredible opportunity to partner and collaborate with 
professors, architects, and the U of T community. These partnerships and the 
resources they offer strengthen our original vision. Permaculture will remain a 
focus and intention of both of these projects.  
 
Dig In! will act as an essential part of the steering committee for ENV 431. We 
will involve our previously established PAC in the development of these projects. 
Dig In! will also help with researching and pursuing grants to fund these projects 
in phases, and aim to provide support, especially throughout the summer 
months. 
 
Upcoming & Potential Partnerships 2014 
 
In 2014, Dig In! has fostered stronger relationships with several U of T and 
community groups, through project and event collaboration, idea sharing, and 
cross-promotion of events. Our current community partnerships include The 
Toronto Seed Library, Walk TO, Young Urban Farmers, Toronto Compost 
Leaders, and PACT Grow To Learn. We are excited to continue strengthening 
our partnerships and gain new mutually beneficial ones. 
 
Upcoming partnerships include: 
Toronto Tool Library 
The Actional Systems and Vironmental Research Laboratory in partnership with 
the Faculty of Forestry, Engineering, Arts and Sciences, Department of Computer 
Science, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, CURRENTs, 
Science for Peace, and Biochar Ontario 
 
Potential Partnerships include: 
Permaculture GTA 
Toronto and Region Conservation Authority 
Local Community Centres and Daycares 
Toronto District School Board 
Ryerson Universityʼs Ryeʼs HomeGrown 
OCADU 
 
Challenges & Opportunities 
 
Dig In! addressed many of the main challenges outlined in the 2012 Season End 
Report, including increasing our online presence, holding Market Days to 
generate program funds, pursuing highly visible collaborative projects, providing 
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support to other campus agriculture projects, and engaging volunteers 
throughout the winter through meetings, workshops and events. We are clearly 
moving in the right direction, but we still face many challenges that offer great 
opportunity to continue to demonstrate our strong ability to adapt and to apply 
creative solutions. 
 
Our main challenges can be addressed through increased staffing for Dig In!. 
With this, Dig In! can increase food production, engage more volunteers, run 
more enriched educational programming, deepen our partnerships, and find new 
ways of generating program funds. We see this as a critical step in moving 
forward with our goals and mission to increase human and environmental 
wellbeing. The Working Group on UofTʼs DICAN has been assigned to address 
issues of group sustainability, continuity, structure, and capacity and will draft a 
report in 2014. 
 
Funding History and Prospects 
 
Funding source Project Status Amount 
UTERN 
 

Wake Up The 
Gardens 2014 

Received Spring 
2013 

$800 

TD Friends of the 
Environment 

Winter Workshop 
Series and Edible 
Mushroom Project 

Received, Fall 
2013 

$730 

Dig In! Market 
Days 

Dig In! 
Programming 

Earned, Spring – 
Summer 2013 

$238 

Kitchen 
Gardeners 
International (KGI) 

Signage Project Applied December 
2013; Pending 

$300 

Scottʼs Miracle-
Gro 

Hart House 
Demonstration 
Garden Upgrade 

Applied January 
2014; Pending 

$1500 

UTERN Wake Up The 
Gardens 2014; 
Seeds & Tools 

Applied February 
2014; Pending 

$1040 

The Awesome 
Foundation 

Cargo Bike or 
Cold Storage, 
Market Day 
Supplies 

Rolling 
applications; will 
apply Feb 

$1000 

Evergreen Urban 
Sustainability 
Projects (ENV 
431) 

Due Feb 24 Up to $10,000 

Carrot Cache Urban Rolling Up to $5000 
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Sustainability 
Projects (ENV 
431) 

Applications; 
apply in Spring 
2014 

The Local Food 
Fund 

Urban 
Sustainability 
Projects (ENV 
431) 

Rolling 
Applications 

No limit 

TD Friends of the 
Environment 

Urban 
Sustainability 
Projects (ENV 
431) 

Rolling 
applications; due 
Feb 15, July 15 or 
Oct 15 

Avg $2,500 but no 
maximum 

 
Campus Impact 
In 2014, the landscape of urban agriculture continues to expand as a framework 
for interfacing with issues as varied as climate change, human health, 
biodiversity, urban planning, and social and economic injustice. Dig In! plays an 
integral role as a key face of the urban food movement at the University of 
Toronto. 
 
In our five years as a campus group, we have implemented experimental and 
practical solutions to a wide range of problems posed and discussed in 
classroom and in University research. Our work facilitating and coordinating 
urban agriculture projects, awareness initiatives, and collaborative discussions 
has given students accessible opportunities to build empowering skills, 
interpersonal connections, and leadership capacity. 
 
Dig In!'s work also has tangible results: we harvest produce that goes directly to 
increasing the physical well being of students and members of the University 
community. Our gardens make campus greener and more biodiverse. Garden 
work is a great way to exercise bodies that are stiff from hours at desks and in 
lecture halls. Every meal cooked with organic, hyper-local food from our 
University of Toronto microfarms diverts carbon dioxide and other toxins from the 
environment. 
 
In the coming year, we look forward to using the connections and reputation Dig 
In! has built so far to take on bigger, more innovative, and more collaborative 
projects than ever before. The Urban Sustainability Research Greenhouse 
project will showcase aquaponic, hydroponic and intensive growing techniques. 
The Urban Sustainability Research Park will implement a new sustainable design 
philosophy on campus, and create a space for greater integration between 
course curriculum, campus groups, and with the greater community. These will 
be truly world-class projects and we can't wait to dig in! 


